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The following information was gathered by Eve Sabbagh, WATC program coordinator, from a tribute given at Nancy's funeral. 
Nancy Pettis was a great advocate and promoter of women. She celebrated every victory of any woman, and believed that grassroots efforts were essential to make governments more responsive to people's needs. She worked for several social associations and organizations before establishing the Washington Information and Research Exchange and VOICE, International (Voluntary Organizations Initiative in Central and Eastern Europe/Eurasia). 
"She was a very special person …we can try to take the positive messages that her life exemplified in such abundance and put them into practice: 
-Be concerned about the feelings and well-being of others; 
-Be assertive in the promotion and protection of those in need or who are considered the "underdogs"; 
-Help people help themselves (i.e., practice the art of "empowerment"); 
-Be of good cheer and work for a better future; 
-Pursue life with a passion and joy that will make it worth living and those who knew you to be grateful for the privilege of sharing time with you."

Nancy Pettis in Jerusalem in 2000
Nancy was born in Portland, Maine, on August 1, 1939. She was a passionate promoter of the interests of the poor and underrepresented. As the daughter of a labor union president, Andrew A. Pettis, Sr., who died in 1987, she was a natural democrat and believer in the idea of empowerment before the term became cliché. 
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Nancy's career involved work with the Peace Corps, War on Poverty, special programs for Native Americans and migrant and seasonal farm workers, the National Community Action Foundation, Save the Children, the Center for Public Policy of the Union Institute, the National Advisory Council on Economic Opportunity and the National Urban Coalition. She was also a founder of Washington Information and Research Exchange and VOICE, International.
All these things were part of Fate's plan for Nancy – foretold in a fortune card from a Walgreen scale received when she was not yet three years old, and which said: "You are the sort of person who sticks to high ideals, even in the fate of great adversity." 
With the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the collapse of the former Soviet Union, many nations and groups began to seek technical assistance from the west in order to make the transition to a more democratic system of governance. The calls reached Nancy most directly and personally in Lithuania and Ukraine on trips she made to the region in the winter of 1992. Budding non-governmental organizations were seeking models and counterpart groups with which to partner. 

Nancy was sympathetic to the notion that grassroots efforts were essential to making government more responsive and to serving the social welfare needs of people then becoming increasingly disappointed by their poverty-stricken governments.
One of her husband's favorite family cartoons shows a woman dressed in a super hero outfit looking at a disgruntled husband about to spend another evening home alone: "But you knew when you married me that I was committed to fighting the forces of evil." 
"Power to the people" was a comfortable idea and strategy for her, fitting well with her experience in anti-poverty work in the United States. In response, Nancy created VOICE, International (Voluntary Organizations Initiative in Central and Eastern Europe/Eurasia) as a means of assisting with this important transition. VOICE became an information clearinghouse and technical assistance network designed to promote the growth and development of non-governmental organizations in the emerging democracies of Central and Eastern Europe, Eurasia and the nations of the former Soviet Union.

As President and CEO of VOICE, Nancy was responsible for establishing networks, creating self-help publications, conducting training seminars and publishing two important books: Funding for Civil Society, a funding guide for nations in the region that was translated into nearly a dozen languages, and To Protect and Promote Women's Human Rights: A Handbook of Mobilization Strategies. VOICE was an exciting new venture that provided valuable services to many countries and organizations in the region during its decade of existence.

"Nancy was awesomely creative and generated more new ideas in a week than most of us do in a lifetime."
Nancy had several projects underway before her untimely death. She needed her own private space, and would keep her projects to herself – so she could control the pace and direction. Her husband knew about some of them, but not all. 
For example, Nancy was in the process of launching a website that would help breast cancer victims design their own strategy for fighting their disease. Nancy's own survival of over five and a half years of stage four cancer was a testament to an active search strategy for treatment and her own courage and assertiveness, as well as to the wonders of modern chemotherapy, good nutrition and supplements to bolster the immune system.
She was also working on writing a guide to fundraising for the non-profit sector. Nancy actually taught several classes on this topic to people coming from Central and Eastern Europe under the sponsorship of the USAID and the US State Department.  
Nancy also had a rather well-developed plan on the drawing board for matching college students with internship opportunities in Washington. At the same time, she was also working on a book on Calamity Jane – which would be both a biography and a platform to outline the unsung role that women played in the settling of the West in the United States. Finally, she had quietly launched the writing of a children's book featuring animals as the main characters – and highlighting important personal values. 
On learning of her passing, parliamentary librarians and researchers around the world who knew her said: 

· "As a small gesture of appreciation of the joy that Nancy brought to so many people, we are arranging for some trees to be planted in her name in a wood in Yorkshire."

· "I am saddened at the loss of this beautiful, kind and generous lady. I feel privileged to have known her."
· "Nancy was such a beautiful, wonderful, vivacious person, so full of life, energy and ideas, who seemed to carry joy with her. We will all miss her very bright light."

